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TO:   Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 

  and members of the Committee on Judiciary 

 

FROM:  Marci Hamilton, CEO & Academic Director, CHILD USA; Robert A. Fox 

Professor of Practice, University of Pennsylvania 

 

RE:  S.B. 2316, extension of civil statutes of limitations for child sex abuse and S.B. 

2109 prompt trial for child sex abuse victims 

   

DATE:  January 29, 2020 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Professor Marci Hamilton. Thank you for 

asking me to submit testimony.  

 

I commend you and the Committee for taking up S.B. 2316 and S.B. 2109. 

 

S.B. 2316 would extend the civil statute of limitations and give survivors of child sex abuse more 

time to file a civil suit.  S.B. 2109 would prioritize the speedy resolution of a case involving a 

child victim of sexual abuse.  If passed, this legislation will bring Hawaii closer to being a leader 

in the fight to protect children's rights.  

 

By way of introduction, I am the Founder, CEO, and Academic Director of CHILD USA, an 

interdisciplinary think tank dedicated to the prevention of child abuse and neglect at the 

University of Pennsylvania, where I am the Robert A. Fox Professor of Practice.  I am the author 

of Justice Denied: What America Must Do to Protect Its Children (Cambridge University Press 

2008, 2012), which makes the case for statute of limitations (SOL) reform in the child sex abuse 

arena, and the leading expert on the history and constitutionality of SOL reform. 

 

CHILD USA is the leading organization tracking the SOLs for child sex abuse, and provides an 

analytical overview of statute of limitations reform for child sex abuse, as well as other cutting 

edge issues related to child protection, at www.childusa.org/law.  

 

S.B. 2316 would allow more victims in Hawaii to access justice  

 

Statutes of limitations or SOLs are judicial housekeeping rules: they set the deadline for pressing 

criminal charges or filing a civil lawsuit.  An SOL is an arbitrary and technical legal rule that has 

prevented victims from naming their perpetrators publicly for fear of retaliation and from 

obtaining justice. 

 

There is a worldwide epidemic of child sex abuse, with at least one in four girls and one in six 

boys sexually assaulted before they turn 18. The vast majority of claims expire before the victims 

are capable of getting to court.  This bill would protect the children of Hawaii by making it 
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Hawaii's children deserve SOL reform and court reform to protect children today and into the 

future. Extending the civil SOL is a positive step for Hawaii's children and families. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions regarding SOL reform or if I can be of 

assistance in any way on other child protection issues. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Marci A. Hamilton 

Founder, CEO & Academic Director 

CHILD USA 

 

3508 Market St. #210 

Philadelphia, PA 19104 
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January 28, 2020  
 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
Conference Room 325 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
 Re:  SB2316 Relating to Childhood Sexual Abuse 
 
To the Committee on Judiciary: 
 
 I write in strong support of Senate Bill 2316, which provides access to justice for 
adults who are victims of childhood sexual abuse. As a practicing attorney, I have seen 
first-hand how difficult it is for survivors who were abused as children to come forward 
during the currently authorized statute of limitations. I represent or have represented over 
40 abuse survivors who have brought suit under the current “window law,” HRS § 157-
1.8. 	
	
 Almost to a person, each one of my clients did not begin to address the nature and 
extent of their injuries until they had children that were roughly the same age they were 
when the abuse began. As I researched this anecdotal experience, I found that this 
delayed reporting is the norm rather than the exception. People just don’t address 
childhood sexual abuse before the age of 26, the most common statute of limitations 
under the current law.  
 

In speaking with defense counsel in this context, attorneys remarked that the 
defense bar expected a wave of frivolous lawsuits to arise out of the statute of limitations 
extension that just expired. While they did encounter a wave of litigation, they found that 
little or none of it was frivolous. In fact, they found the victims continued to under-report 
the number of incidents and the degree of injury. 

 
I strongly support passage of Senate Bill 2316 to provide access to justice for a 

vulnerable population who struggles, through no fault of their own, to find their voice in 
time to ask for help. 

 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
 
 
Brian K. Mackintosh, JD, PhD	



Law Office of Mark Gallagher
66 Kaiholu Place
Kailua, HI 96734

Tel. 808-535-1500
Fax 888-806-1531

mgallagher@hawaiiantel.net

January 28, 2020

To: Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole and Committee Members

From: Mark Gallagher

Re: Testimony in support of SB 2316

Relating To Childhood Sexual Abuse

Thank you for scheduling a hearing providing the opportunity for testimony 
in support of S.B. No. 2316, Relating To Childhood Sexual Abuse.

As a practicing Hawaii attorney, I have had the opportunity to represent 
numerous survivors of childhood sexual abuse in pursuing justice under Hawaii’s 
prior window statutes which provided temporary relief from the statute of 
limitations for these claims.  The proposed bill would represent another step 
forward in protecting children by holding accountable abusers and those 
responsible for them after the expiration of the current window which is laudable. 
Many survivors are not ready to act until well into their adult years, so the 
proposed time limit should proivde them with a fair opportunity to seek justice. 
However, there is no reason to prohibit the imposition of punitive damages to 
such claims when they are appropriate, so I respectfully request that language be 
deleted from the bill. 

The standard for the imposition of punitive damages in Hawaii cases is 
already high. Punitive damages are awarded only when “plaintiff(s) have proved 
by clear and convincing evidence that the particular defendant acted intentionally, 
willfully, wantonly, oppressively or with gross negligence.  Punitive damages may 
not be awarded for mere inadvertence, mistake or errors of judgment.” Hawaii 
Civil Jury Instruction No. 8.12. “The purposes of punitive damages are to punish 
the wrongdoer and to serve as an example or warning to the wrongdoer and 
others not to engage in such conduct.” Id. A jury and judge are in the best 
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position to determine whether the imposition of punitive damages is appropriate 
in a particular case. A legislative prohibition applicable to all cases would serve 
only to protect individuals who sexually assaulted children without benefit to 
anyone other than the sexual perpetrators and those responsible for them 

Thank you for the opportunity to address this most important matter.

Very truly yours,
Mark F. Gallagher
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SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 10:52:51 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sherry Alu Campagna Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My child recently alleged in a Children's Justice Center forensic interview that a parent 
sexually and punitively abused her. Because the CWS case worker failed at his job and 
did not recommend protections for my child, my children were not granted a Temporary 
Restraining Order (TRO) by the family court judge. I filed a complained with DHS and 
received a letter of apology from them stating that is was their finding that the case 
worker mishandled our case and was subsequently disciplined. My children are young 
and because they were returned to their allegely abusive parent (we share 50/50 
custody), they do not believe in our judicial system nor do they believe that speaking 
telling the truth works. They have effectively shut down and lost hope. Removing 
this statute of limitations will allow my children to continue through their trauma therapy, 
their sex abuse therapy, and their behavior therapy so that in time they will be strong 
enough to seek the justice they were denied last year. I strongly support this bill for my 
children and others lost in the system. 

 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 5:53:14 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dara Carlin, M.A. Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

STRONG SUPPORT for SB2316.  Healing from childhood sexual abuse cannot be put 
on a time table; it's different for every survivor and survivors shouldn't feel like a chance 
for justice will slip away if they're not ready to pursue it according to statuatory 
limitations. 

 



January 26, 2020 

Honorable Senators, 

I am a victim of sexual abuse my entire childhood. HB2316 allows victims who have 
no voice, to be given time to have find their voice.  It brings accountability to the 
pedophiles who have little to fear under current laws. I was one of those voices and  
after 50 years I finally found my voice because of the two laws you passed to 
provide a window for  civil case of childhood sexual abuse.  I strongly urge you to 
consider approving this bill, with an  amendment of abolishing a time limit. 

This crime is often referred to as a "silent crime" because victims have difficulty 
coming forward. Non-offending adults are often complicit in not reporting the abuse, 
and perpetrators—who are often trusted by the child or known in the community—
can manipulate situations so that they can continue the abuse. In addition, the 
abuse is often not physically apparent; rather, the evidence of abuse may manifest 
itself in behavioral and psychological changes that can be misidentified as 
moodiness or disobedience. Reporting on child sexual abuse (CSA) presents a 
number of challenges. The victims—children from birth to 17 years of age—are 
often traumatized by the experience and afraid to come forward.  

I supported last session’s HB18 and was hopeful that juice would be served .  
However at the last hour HB18 became lame duck.  I am not in approval of 40 years 
after 18 because anyone over 58 would have no chance to speak. It took me 52 
years to step forward and four years to settle my civil case, made possible by 
possible through your brave legislation.  My sister, 56 is still not emotionally capable 
to go through this difficult journey and will never have the chance for atonement  
after two years.   Only nine states out of fifty have begun to address this issue.  
However a  window is not enough. HB2316 repeals the statute of limitations for 
other adults who experience the trauma of sexual abuse as a child for more years 
than exist to date.  It can state to the world the Hawaii recognizes the damage this 
childhood trauma causes and will stand against it. HB2316 allowed me 
accountability and atonement, On Yom Kippur, 2018, the Jewish day of atonement , 
I received a substantial settlement that allows me to testify from Michigan in person. 
I want the same for my sister and thousand of Hawaii’s people over 40. I wear a 
Royal Hawaiian bracelet with the word Kalahala, atonement, to remind me everyday 
there is hope and a future for so many others . Thousands of victims are suffering 
with these memories and experiences and are simply not emotionally ready to come 
forward and share. Please pass SB18 or HB2316 and acknowledge this horrifying 
crime by not limiting time to pass before atonement can be found. I am available for 
any information to support this bill, including traveling and testifying. 

Sheryl Hauk 

248-935-7721 
shauk62@aim.com 

2258 Shore Hill Dr 
West Bloomfield, MI 
48323

SHERYL HAUK



248-935-7721 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 1:41:38 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Vickie Parker Kam Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to formally support SB2316 to amend the current limits that child survivors 
of sex abuse may file a civil suit to seek reparations. This is a positive restorative justice 
measure and will allow for child survivors to have a voice and be validated. It will also 
serve as a deterent to child predators that they can not hide until enough time has 
passed to escape consequences of their actions.  

Mahalo and please support SB2316. 

 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 4:51:51 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chalsa M. Loo, Ph.D. Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in SUPPORT of SB2316. Opening the window for victims of childhood sexual 
abuse is vital to the healing of victims of childhood sexual abuse. I have evaluated 
and/or treated many of these men who, as children, were sexually abused and I have 
seen how dramatic the healing has been for many of these individuals when they have 
been given the opportunity to seek justice for wrongs committed to them when they 
were children. I am a clinical psychologist in private practice and an expert in the field of 
assessment and treatment for PTSD. I am a Fellow of the American Psychological 
Association in the Divisions of 1) Ethnic Minorities and Mental Health, 2) Environment 
and Behavior, and 3) Women and Psychology. I have also conducted research and 
published extensively in the field of trauma. The State of Hawaii should be very proud to 
be one of the States to have extended the deadline on reporting and seeking legal 
remedy for child sexual abuse among a few other States and I urge the Committee to 
continue or extend such deadlines for the benefit of many who never saw justice in the 
past. We cannot assume that a child has the power and self-confidence to file suit 
against a sex abuse perpetrator in their childhood. This Bill helps rectify that inbalance 
of power and will help to empower many victims of child sexual abuse. Just this last 
year, many victims of child sexual abuse have come forward to seek justice. Please let 
us continue to allow others to do so.  

Chalsa M. Loo, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist in the State of Hawaii 

1164 Bishop St. Suite 1502 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

(808) 526-2008 

 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/26/2020 10:12:38 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lisa Marten Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Rhoads and Vice Chair Keohokalole, 

Please pass SB2316.  Victims of childhood sexual abuse are sometimes too 
traumatized to confront their abusers until well into adulthood.  They should have the 
opportunity to take that step towards healing when they are ready. 

Mahalo, Lisa Marten 

 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 3:58:01 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

R Laree McGuire Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/27/2020 7:07:28 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Deborah Ramirez Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Excellent amendment! Mahalo to our legislators for recognizing that these victims can 
be traumatized for decades and they need less stress, fewer strict deadlines, and all the 
support the State can offer.  

Mahalo for this compassionate amendment.  

Sincerely,  

Deb Ramirez 

 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/26/2020 5:51:25 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Robinson-
Onderko 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/26/2020 9:26:39 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Justin Salisbury Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Mahalo to Chair Rhoads for bringing this bill to a hearing. I remember being sad to 
watch a similar bill to this one die last year in conference committee. I remember Chair 
Rhoads asking during that conference committee meeting if there were any versions of 
the bill that the House would agree to, and the agreement simply not being possible. I 
commend you and Senators Thielen,  Chang, Ihara, and Ruderman for continuing to try 
to find a way to fix this problem. 

  

I have had a lot of messed-up things happen to me in my life, but childhood sexual 
abuse is not one of them. I have been working in the education field for about five years 
now, and I have learned about how widespread the problem is, especially for kids with 
disabilities. 

  

Working as a teacher of the blind in Honolulu, i have had so many people ask me if I 
taught at the Hawaii School for the Deaf and Blind. I actually don't know anyone who 
works there, but I have met many graduates of the School. The media made a big deal 
a few years ago, as they should have, about the sexual assault scandal at that school. 
Many kids were raped at that school for a long time, and I'm sure that there are still 
some survivors who have not come forward. It's a difficult process for survivors to come 
forward, especially with how people treat them in the process. We need to allow 
survivors to go through their healing process at their own pace and do what they need 
to do when they can do it. This is true for survivors of sexual abuse at any school or any 
institution. 

  

I also respectfully request that the Committee support the amendments requested by 
the LGBT Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii. 

  

Mahalo! 



 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 11:55:23 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Natalie Speedracer Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

My children and I are still currently awaiting justice from their "alledged" sexual assault 
perp. The amount of time it takes to disclose, deal with CWS and family courts, 
detectives, prosecuting attorneys and other miscarriages of justice all tick the clock 
down on criminal and civil opprotunities which does not allow victims enough time to go 
through these many processes or deal with the stresses incurred as well as have to still 
attend school and so on. All vicitms should be able to seek justice with no clock, if they 
have the evidence and are honest and in good faith. The least that can be done for now 
is allow more time if not eventually indefinite opprotunity. 

 



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/26/2020 10:15:29 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Tada Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



JDCtestimony
Late



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/29/2020 11:47:26 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ann S Freed Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Rhoads and members,  

Although this bill is not in this year's package, The Women's Coalition has long 
supported some version of this measure informed by the experience and data of 
member organization, the Sex Assault Treatment Center. I agree with the 40 year mark. 
Please pass out of committee,  

Mahalo, Ann S. Freed 

 

JDCtestimony
Late



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/30/2020 6:17:56 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eileen M Gawrys Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

JDCtestimony
Late



SB-2316 
Submitted on: 1/29/2020 4:30:04 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/30/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Younghi Overly Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

JDCtestimony
Late
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